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September Program

Bird Identification
Wednesday, September 17, 2008
Mickey Longand Jon Fisher

no! Another bird ID program?

ell, yes, but thistime with atwist.
WEe'll look at awide range of birds, so
therewill be something for everyone;
fromthe dlightly tricky to thevery tricky
and from common to rare. Aslong asthe
bird has been recorded in LA County, it’s
fairgame.

Inthispresentation, we'll take some
timeto look at photos of several species
and |et the audience test their skills
identifying them. Thenwe'll go back and
work through the process of identifying
each bird before moving on.

Everyoneisencouraged to actively
participateinidentifying the photos and
asking questions. Asusual Jon and
Mickey will sharetheir insights, knowl-
edgeand ID tips. Bring your bird guides,
binocs (they work well with theimages)
and your “birdbrains’ ... we'll seeyou
there!

. i becomeMember-at-Large;.and the
GEe:ter acle eetl rll\lg; hel cé:at . Board recommendsthat itsmembersbe
on Canyon Nature Center ; p—— P
1750 N. AltadenaDrive, Pasadena ﬁmﬂg%\gﬁﬂ%ﬁr}%ﬂ%&] iFthey
7:00 pm Socid changeswill be presented tothe
7:30 pm Program membership a our September generd
mesting for avote of gpproval.

| October Program I

Venezuelan Bounty
Wednesday, October 15, 2008
ThomasRyan

enezuelasupports nearly 1400

species of birds. Thereason for this
diversity isboth itstropical location and
highly varied geographical features. Each
habitat hasits own group of unique and
beautiful species.

ThomasRyanrunsRyan Ecologica
Conaultingin Pasadena. He hasbeen studying
birdsinVenezudasince hisfirg trip aspart of
anexchangeprogramin 1991. Mogt of his
work hesbeeninthecloud forest, but hehas
travel ed extensively throughout therest of the
country andwill show asampleof what can be
foundinthisbeautiful country.

Notice of Proposed

Amendmentsto Bylaws
he Board of Directorsrecom
mendsthat the" History/Archive’

and“MagpieBird Study Group” Chair

titlesbechanged to members“ At-

Large’; theimmediate past president to

President’sPerch

Saturday, July 12 the PAS Board
met at Eaton Canyon to review our
Audubon mission and come up with better
waysto meet our goals. Our goalsareto
provide: birding, education and conserva-
tion of habitat, in our San Gabriel Valley
area. |deaswe had were:

 Expand birding tripsto include more
out-of-townlocations.

« Hold birding classesfor beginning
birdersaswell asadvanced.

* Offer scholarships, awards & grantsto
support conservation projects.

« Stay informed on proposed land
development plansin the Pasadena
area. PASisdoing some of these
things now, but we need to increase
our focus.

Wewill continueto bring you the
best possible speakers/programsto our
monthly meetings at Eaton Canyon and
providethelocal bird trips. | seethese as
the most important serviceswe can bring
toall of our members.
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November Program

Tegon Ranch Agreement
Wednesday, November 19, 2008
Graham Chisholm

he Tejon Ranch Conservation Agree-

ment announced in May 2008 secures
375 square milesof California slargest
contiguousland holding. Theranchisat
the crossroads of four distinct ecol ogical
regions, and hometoinnumerablerare
speciesincluding California Condor, San
Joaquin Kit Fox, Spotted Owl, and many
more.

Audubon California’ sGraham
Chisholm will discussthe details of the
agreement, aswell asthe many issues at
play during negotiationswith the Tejon
Ranch Company.

Inthislssue
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Birdathon
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i Pasadena’s Open Space We began by driving highin the San
Conservation Process P Sp Gabriel Mountainsto find owls and

Avian Mortality

ast month, while birding the San

Gabriel River, Andrew L ee noticed that
the water level had dropped to almost
nothing and that the fledgling duckswere
all dead asaresult. A subsequent reportin
the LA Timesmadeit clear that the powers
that be seetheriver as“flood control” and
not asariver. What they fail to seeisthat
it wasariver long beforethe MWD and
the LA County Public Works existed. To
allow such carnageisimmoral and must be
stopped.

So, what can we do? What should we
do when we seethe water level inthe
channelized river suddenly drop to nothing
or when we see tree trimmers about to trim
atreeduring nesting season?

Garry George of LA Audubon and
Audubon Californiaasksusall to carry a
digital camerawhilebirdingin LA County.
Document eventslike this so they can be
investigated and even prevented from
reoccurring. We need to hold individuals,
private corporationsand government
agencies accountableto the federal and
state lawsthat protect migratory birds.

AsGarry says, “Documentationis
needed for an investigation and while
eyewitnessreportsare helpful, apicture
with awritten descriptionisworth a
thousandwords.”

Where should you report problems?
GO0 to www.LAAUDUBON.ORG, and click on
Wildlife Rescue Info on the Main Menu.
Find the state and/or federal agencies
listed there and send them your report with
documentation. Or, you can send your
report to Los Angeles Audubon’ s Urban
Wildlife Task Force by email:
URBANWILDLIFE@LAAUDUBON.ORG OF YOU Can
call Audubon House at (323/876-0202).
LA Audubonwill follow up with reporting
to state or federal wildlife agenciesif you
do not know how, and advocate for
prevention of arepeat occurrence.

Laura Garrett - PURPLECOW @JPS.NET

SepulvedaWildlifeArea
Spared

rom the Audubon Californiachapter
logat

HTTP://AUDCALCHAPTERNET.BLOGSPOT.COM
comes newsthat planned improvements
to the intersection of the 101 and 405
freewayswill not encroach on therich
bird habitat at SepulvedaDam. The
wider, faster connector lanes from the
southbound 405 to the 101 will require
easements from the Army Corps of
Engineers, but not in sensitive habitat
areas. Some of the other alternativesto
the sel ected plan would have been more
harmful.

he City of Pasadena has begun the

process of developing an Open Space
and Conservation Element of its Master
Plan. Tofacilitate this process, the City
Council has created an Open Space and
Conservation Element Committeeand |
am pleased to inform you that I, your
Pasadena A udubon Society Conservation
Chair, am on thiscommittee. This
committee hastwo goals: To develop an
Open Space and Conservation Element
for the City of Pasadena s Master Plan,
and to educate the public about open
space and conservation. The Committee
plansto be done with the element by next
August.

To that end, we could use your help!
If you know of any land in Pasadena that
could potentially be open space, or if you
have any good information about how to
create open spacein abuilt-out urban
area, please contact me. Also, if you have
any good ideas about how the City of
Pasadena could become greener, or how
it could better educate the public about
conservation, please contact me. If you
have websites that you believe should be
linked to the City’ s Green webpage,
please let me know. To learn more about
Pasadena’ s effortsto become Green,
please go to www.cl.PASADENA.CA.Us/ and
click on*“ Green City.”

Oneway that the Pasadena Audubon
Society will be supporting thiswork in
the coming year iswith its ongoing
Arroyo Bird Census and additional bird
countswithin Pasadena.

All are welcometo attend the Open
Space Committee meetings, which are
held the second Monday of each month at
City Hall. For moreinformation, go to
WWW.CITY OFPASADENA .NET/GENERALPLAN
and click on “Open Space and Conserva-
tion.”

| look forward to hearing from you.

LauraGarrett
PURPLECOW(@JPs.NEL Or (626) 564-1890

Birdathon Reports
Raven L oonatics
rarely setanalarmor needto: I'ma
light sleeper, and | am blessed (or
cursed) with astrong internal biological
clock that somehow knowswhen I’'m
intending to wake up. On Sunday, May 4,
| arose at 12:48 am; the alarm was set for
12:50 am: just enough time to meet the
other members of the Raven Loonaticsat
our designated spot at 1:30 am. TheRaven
L oonaticsareRon Cyger, Jon Feendtra, Janet
Sched, and Mark Sched . Our quest: tofind
andidentify, by sight or sound, asmany
speciesof birdsaspossiblein LosAngeles
Countyinasingleday.

nightjars. Our first bird of the day was
Western Wood-Pewee (why onewould be
calling at 2:30 am isamystery), followed
shortly by Great Horned Owl. Thiswas
the peaceful (and cold) part of the day:
finding owlsinvolvesalot of standing
motionlessand listening. Occasionally we
ourselveswill hoot, toot, or screech to
encourage owlsto answer (at least this
timethe copsdidn’t pull over to ask what
weweredoing.)

But from 5:30 am onward the day
was far from peaceful. We had each of the
dozens of stops on our route scheduled
down to the minute so we could visit a
variety of habitats (mountains, oceans,
deserts, foothills, marshes, and even a
sewage treatment plant) to maximizethe
number of birds. At each stop we look
only for birdsthat we know should be
there, and don’t waste time looking
around for anything we should find
elsewhere.

We had until 6:15 amto find all the
high-elevation birdsthat we had no
chancefor anywhere else, like Pygmy
Nuthatch and Green-tailed Towhee. (“We
have 3 minutes here. If there’ sno Brown
Creeper we need to move.”) Thenrush
down to thefoothills, where we had our
first surprise: asinging Black-chinned
Sparrow at 6:45 am at our stop for
CaliforniaThrasher. By 7:15 amwewere
skimming the region wherefoothillsblend
into the desert (“We're 10 minutes|ate,
gottaskip the VValyermo Post Office”),
and by 8:00 am we were out in the desert,
to the only known IncaDoves and
Swainson’sHawksinthe county. At9:15
am, we passed our trusty spot for Burrow-
ing Owl —no owl! —but it had moved
about half amile down the sameroad. We
saw another one 2 mileslater (“Don’t
slow down, we already got one!”) Our
most productive stop isalways Piute
Ponds, a marsh on Edwards Air Force
Base (which we had special permission
from the Colonel to enter); this stop
doubles our total number of speciesina
half hour, but we took 40 minutes (“We're
10 minutes behind again. At Apollo Park
we gottarun, not walk”.) Wekindahalf-
ran, half-walked through Apollo Park, a
green spot in the middle of the desert that
migrating birds see from the air and
decidetodropin (“Ignore anything
yellow: wegot it already.”)

By noon we were heading out of the
desert, picking up afew new specieswhile
onthefreeway (“Look for White-throated
Swiftsflying near that overpass, they nest
in the cracks...got one!”) Therest of the
day was more difficult because now

(see Birdathon Reports page 3)
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More Notesfrom the

Backyard
Bob Neuwirth

hen you have abackyard (and a

front yard) with hummingbird
feeders and seed feeders, and you have
sometimeto just sit and watch the
comings and goings of the birds, you
begin to notice stuff that, in the absence
of the hormonal intensity of the Christ-
mas (oops, Holiday) Count, or the
Birdathon, isexhilarating initsown
way. Y ou just want everyoneto share
your enthusiasm, even if it's second-
hand. L et methen start these noteswith
the appearance, in thelast week in
October, of aPine Siskin at the nyger
feeder. That wasmildly adrenaline-
producing, but nothing like the spike of
satisfaction stirred up afew dayslater
when siskins appeared by the half-dozen
and dozen intheyard. Thiswaseven
more satisfying given that thelast time
therewasasiskininvasion of theyard
was at least five years ago. No individu-
alshad appeared in theinterim. A
notableidentifying mark isthe strongly
notched tail. It'sasmall bird, goldfinch
size, otherwise not unlikethe streaked,
plain brown female House Finch, but
when you seethetail and then the
narrower, more pointed bill; you know
you're seeing thesiskin. Theyellow
wash on the wings may or may not be
conspicuous, such do plumagesand the
light vary. Thelarger House Finchis
unlikely to feed upside down on thefeeder;
thesiskinsand L esser Goldfinchesdo so
more often. For me, Peterson’ sWestern
Guideisthemost useful for identification
purposes compared to Sibley or the
Geographic. Heresy?!

However, if thoughts of Pine Siskin
invasions do not stir you, how would you
liketo see aPraying Mantis catch and eat
an Anna sHummingbird at ahummer
feeder? This macabre scene was enacted
in our front yard the day after Halloween

(oneday too late?). Two daysearlier a
four-inch nice green mantis settled on the
feeder. During that time, asmantids are
wont to do, it hardly moved fromits
original position. What wasit doing
there? Well, insects— bees, flies,
yellowjackets —are attracted to sugar
water, so maybe the mantis had found its
happy hunting ground. Then, the day after
Halloween, it began very slowly to
rearrange itself so that finally it was
hanging head down under the feeder with
itsformidable modified front legsfolded
andready.

Apparently unaware or unperturbed

. by themantis' presence, hummingbirds
, continued to come and go. But as|

watched the predator close up, which did
not seemto disturbit, | saw that it was
no bigger and weighed no morethana
hummer, or less, perhaps. Y ou could seeit
turnitshead, asonly mantids can do,
unlike other insects. It was clearly aware of
the proceedings. | looked down for an
instant and when | looked back up | saw
that the hummer had been caught. It
fluttered itswings briefly but could not

' get free. And then it wastoo late. The

mantis had it, the hummer was dead and
the mantis had started itsmeal.

The next morning the mantiswas
still on the feeder but the hummer was
not. What was left of it had been
dropped to the ground, under the
buckwheat bush where a Ruby-crowned
Kinglet sometimesforaged. ThisPraying
Mantis, the carcass of itsvictim and

. photographs of the event have since been

consigned to Eaton Canyon Nature
Center. | believethe mantis, very healthy
indeed, and alittlefatter, has been
placed in acage with others of itsilk.
Was thisthe“humane” thingto do or

. should it have been released into the wild?

| don’t know what disposition may have
been made of theremains of itsvictim.
Asfor the practice (e.g., ethics) of

providing feeding stationsfor native
species—hirds, raccoons, etc. — we might
question its appropriateness. Doesit
create adependency which inthelong run
will negatively affect their survival? Does
it affect hummingbirds, whichin anatural
setting must flit from flower to flower in
order to get minute bits of nectar from
each, rather than being able to settle down
on aperch located conveniently in front of
aspigot and guzzle at leisure and at
length? Doesit make lifetoo easy for its
own good for agoldfinch to be able to
gorge at a seed feeder rather than to
forage, i.e., work, for itsfood by search-
ing inthewild for edible seeds?

Birdathon (continued)

“normal people” were awake and outside,
so we had to deal with traffic. Andwith
crowds at Hansen Dam Park (perhaps due
to Cinco de Mayo) that caused usto pass
by astaked-out Cassin’ sKingbird (luckily
we had another onelater in the day).
After stopsin the foothills of the Santa
MonicaMountains, we madeit to the
coast at about 3:00 pm. We visited
several spotson the ocean, looking for
Terns, Gulls, Loons, and saltwater-loving
shorebirds. By 7:00 pm we had made it
down to apark on Palos Verdes Peninsula
wherewefound CaliforniaGnatcatcher
and Rufous-crowned Sparrow.

At sunset we finished on acliff

overlooking the ocean, aiming our scopes
seaward looking for anything that might
beflying or floating by. We had perfect
viewing conditions(overcast, slight
onshore breeze, nowaves). Thelast (and
best) birds of the day weretwo Xantus's
Murreletsthat landed in the water very far
out near some Pecific Loons. Xantus's
Murrelet isone of the rarest seabirdsin
theworld (global population estimated
about 10,000), and breeds on the Channel
Islands. | had never seen one before from
land, only from aboat.

In the end we had found 180 species
in about 18 hours. Not asgood aslast
year (187) but still respectable. Wedid
very well on the coast, but had trouble
especially with owls and hawks (particu-

larly the“easy” ones). Our best finds
were Xantus sMurrelet, Horned Grebe,
Black-chinned Sparrow, Solitary Sand-
piper, and Bank Swallow. Our most
embarassing misses (in order of decreas-
ing shame) were Western Screech-owl,
Common Poorwill, Phainopepla, Red-
shouldered Hawk, American Kestrel,
Brown Creeper, and Northern Harrier.
There were also 5 species that we could
not count because they were seen by only
onemember of theteam.

Allinall itwasavery fun but
exhausting day. We'll haveto wait until
next year to get 200.

Mark Scheel

(see Birdathon Reports page 6)
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Field Trips

Hahamongna M onthly Walk
Saturday, September 6, 2008
Saturday, October 4, 2008
Saturday, November 1, 2008
8:00 am —noon

Thismonthly birdwalk isfor birdersof dl
agesand experience. A good variety of birds
should beinresidence. Bring binoculars,
birding guide, water and wear walking shoes.
Nodogs

Exit thenorth 210 at Berkshireand make
aright, then aleft at Oak Grove. The
HahamongnaWatershed Park entranceison
theright at thenext stop light. Tekethefirgt left
after entering Hahagmongna, and park by the
bdlfidd

Ron Cyger

Mountain Birding Monthly

Walk
Sunday, September 14, 2008
Sunday, October 12, 2008
Sunday, November 9, 2008
8:00am —10:00 am
Thismonthly walk ordinarily beginsinthe
parkinglot of Chilao Visitor Center, but
occasiondly thegroupwill carpool to other
nearby areas. Smdl the pinesand seehigher-
dtitude speciesnot commonin Pasadena
Dangerousdriving conditions(chains
required, torms, etc.) will cancd theouting.
Chilao Vidtor Center islocated on State
Highway 2 (AngelesCrest Highway), 27 miles
north of LaCafiada. For local conditionsand
information, call the Center at (626) 796-5541.
Hill Penfold

Eaton Canyon

Monthly Walk
Sunday, September 21, 2008
Sunday, October 19, 2008
Sunday, November 16, 2008
8:00 am —11:00 am

PasadenaAudubon and Eaton Canyon
Nature Center are cogoonsoring monthly walks
a Eaton Canyon. Thewaksareled by Hill
Penfold, who hasbeenleadingthem at ECNC
for many years. Hill iswonderful with birders
of dl levelsand Eaton Canyonisoneof the
best |ocationsto learn the birds of the Pesadena
aea

Thewaksarehdd onthethird Sunday of
eachmonth. Meet at theflagpole: bring water,
binoculars, hats, but nodogs.

Hill Penfold

HuntingtonLibrary

Birdwalks (PASMembersonly)
Sunday, September 28, 2008
Sunday, October 26, 2008
Sunday, November 23, 2008
8:00 am —11:00 am

A specid benefit for PasadenaAudubon
Society membersisthechancetobird the

Huntington Library grounds. Attendanceisby
reservation only and limited to 15 participants.
Wethank our member and Huntington
currator, Dan Lewis, for making thesetrips
possible

Contact Elaineby email (preferred),
putting “ Huntington” inthesubject lineto
avoidinadvertent deletion or by phone.

Elaine MacPherson & Dan Lewis

Point Vicente Sea Watch

Saturday, September 13, 2008
7:30am —10:00 am

In September there arelarge and
sometimesimpressive numbers of
seabirds moving along the coast of
Southern California. When conditionsare
good these birds can be moving close to
shore at places like Point Vicente. Bring a
chair, your favorite cup of coffee, andjoin
mefor acasual morning of birding until
mid-morning. We should be ableto
observe shearwaters, gulls, ternsand
possibly afew jaegers and acids. Fre-
quently, thereare also whalesand
dolphinsfeeding just offshore.

From San Pedro take Palos Verdes
Drive South to the entrance of the Point
Vicente Interpretive Center, then makea
U-turn back for 0.3 milesto the parking lot.

Meet at the Public Fishing Access
Parking Lot at Long Point. A spotting
scopeisanecessity.

Mike San Miguel
GalileoHills
Sunday, October 5, 2008
Dawn—-?

It sdoubtful that any single mainland
location in California, possibly theentire
west coast, could compete with the
Galileo Hillsresort property in sheer
numbers of vagrant bird species. Every
fall (and, to alesser extent, the spring)
birdstraversing the arid surroundings get
drawn into the only square of greenery for
miles. Thisconcentration of passerines
often holds something rather unusual,
occasionally something quite unusual, and
every so often something extremely
unusual, and we birderswill be thereto
try and find it. We'll start at dawn and see
how longit takesus.

Galileo Hillsisabout two hoursfrom
Pasadena. Carpoolingismandatory.
RSVPrequired. E-mail thetrip leader if
youwishto attend.

JonFeenstra

Parrotsand Parakeets
Saturday, October 25, 2008
3:00 pm until dusk

The San Gabriel Valley isthe center
of diversity for naturalized parrots and
parakeetsin Southern California. Wewill
start in South Pasadena searching for
flocks of Mitred Parakeets, then move
east to Temple City in search of pre-roost

flocks of Amazona parrots and additional
parakeet species.

From the Pasadena (110) Freeway,
exit Orange Grove Ave, and proceed
south across Mission St. (where Orange
Grovejogsto theright) to El Centro St.
Turn west (right) on El Centro and park in
thefirst block. Thomas Guide 565 G2

LarryAllen
Newport Back Bay by
Kayak
Sunday, November 9, 2008
Noon —3:00 pm

Last year’ skayak adventurewasa
success —no one fell out, and we got close
looks at shorebirds and waterfowl and
even some passerineslike Marsh Wren. It
was scheduled around an unusually high
tide. Thisyear'strip, in contrast, is
scheduled around amoderate low tide, so
we' |l see vast exposed mud flats and lots
of feeding shorebirds, aswell aswinter-
resident waterfowl. It sablissful and
interesting outing. We have afew kayaks
availableto borrow, and you can al so rent
kayaksright there at our launch point:
Newport Aquatic Center,
WWW.NEWPORTAQUATICCENTER.COM Or
(949) 646-7725. RSV P to thetrip leader
for more detailsand helpful advice.

MarkHunter
North Slopeof the

San Gabriel’s
Saturday, November 10, 2007
7:30am —2:00 pm

Wewill explore areas on the northern
slope of the San Gabriel Mountains, such
asGrassy Hollow Visitors Center,
Jackson Lake, and locationsin Vayermo.
Wewill search for high-altitude species as
well aswintering raptors. Unusual
species(e.g. Lewis sWoodpecker,

Y ellow-Bellied Sapsucker, Swamp
Sparrow) have been found in someyears.

Time permitting; we may look for
longspursinthe Antelope Valley.

It may be cold, especially at higher
elevations, so bring warm clothes.

Wewill meet at the Park & Ride on
Ave. Sin Palmdale, just off the 14
freeway.

Mark and Janet Scheel
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September 2008
Date Day Time
3 Wed 7:30pm
6 Sa  8:00am
13 Sa  7:30am
14 Sun 8:00am
16 Tues 9:00am
17 Wed 7:00pm
21 Sun  8:00am
28 Sun  8:00am
October 2008
1 Wed 7:30pm
4 S 8:00am
5 N Dawn
12 Sun  8:00am
15 Wed 7:00pm
19 Sun 8:00am
21  Tue 9:00am
25 Sa  8:00am
26 Sun  8:00am
ovember 2008
1 Sa 8:00am
5 Wed 7:30pm
8 Sat 2?7
9 Sun 8:00am
9 un Noon
15 St 8:00am
16 Sun  8:00am
18 Tue 9:00am
19 Wed 7:00pm
23 Sun  7:00am

| Calendar I

Submit material for the next Wrentit by October 1%

Event L ocation
Board Mesting Eaton Canyon Nature Center
FieldTrip HahamongnaWatershed Park
FieldTrip Point Vicente SeaWatch
FieldTrip Mountain Birding Monthly Walk
MagpieSudy Group  LegglLake
General Meeting Eaton Canyon Nature Center
FieldTrip Eaton Canyon Nature Center
FieldTrip HuntingtonLibrary Gardens
(PASMembersOnly)
Board Mesting Eaton Canyon Nature Center
FieldTrip HahamongnaWatershed Park
FieldTrip GalileoHill
FieldTrip Mountain Birding Monthly Walk
General Meeting Eaton Canyon Nature Center
FieldTrip Eaton Canyon Nature Center
MagpieStudy Group Eaton Canyon Nature Center
FieldTrip Parrots& Parakeets
FieldTrip HuntingtonLibrary Gardens
(PASMembersOnly)
FieldTrip HahamongnaWatershed Park
Board Mesting Eaton Canyon Nature Center
CaCCof Audubon DebsPark
FieldTrip Mountain Birding Monthly Walk
FieldTrip Kayak on Newport Back Bay
FieldTrip North Slope of San Gabriels
FieldTrip Eaton Canyon Nature Center
MagpieStudy Group  Whittier NarrowsNature Center
General Meeting Eaton Canyon Nature Center
FieldTrip HuntingtonLibrary Gardens
(PASMembersOnly)

L eader *

Will Fulmer

RonCyger

MikeSanMiguel

Hill Penfold

MadelineWest & Sid Heyman
Program: Jon Fischer & Mickey Long
Hill Penfold

Elaine MacPherson & Dan Lewis

Will Fulmer

RonCyger

JonFeenstra

Hill Penfold

Program: Venezuda

Hill Penfold

MadelineWest & Sid Heyman
LarryAllen

Elaine MacPherson & Dan Lewis

RonCyger
Will Fulmer

PAShosts Council

Hill Penfold

Mark Hunter

Mark & Janet Scheel

Hill Penfold

MadelineWest & Sid Heyman
Program: Fort Tgjon Agreement
Elaine MacPherson & DanLewis

Mark Scheel (Chair)
Larry Allen

Lance Benner

Ron Cyger

Kathi Ellsworth

Jon Feenstra

Jon Fisher

Nick & Mary Freeman
Sid Heyman

Dan Lewis

Mickey Long
Elaine MacPherson
Hill Penfold

Tom Ryan

Mike San Miguel
Ed Stonick
Madeline West

*Trip Leader Information

(626) 355-8707
(626) 288-2701
(626) 791-1187
(()26] 4493625 (before 9 pm)
(626) 564-0652

(818) 800-2776
(818) 247-6172
(626) 571-5991
(626) 398-4805
(626) 398-5420
(626) 355-9412
(818)352-4954

(626) 355-5058
(626) 796-0595
(626) 574-0429

SCHEEL(@TAPIR.CALTECH.EDU
LARRYALLEN(@EARLYMUSICLA.ORG
LBENNER(@CHARTER.NET
RON(@CYGER.ORG (preferred)
PANDIONSKY(@YAHOO.COM
FEENSTRA(@WALUMNLCALTECH.EDU
JoNFO0@HOTMAIL.COM
MNFREEMAN(@EARTHLINK.NET

DANOLEWIS(@EARTHLINK.NET
MLONGBIRD(()CHARTER.NET
BIRDERGRRL(@AOL.COM
HPENFOLD(@GMAIL.COM
TRYAN(@SWCA.COM
SANMIGBIRD(@AOL.COM
EDSTONICK(@EARTHLINK.NET
WEST226(WADELPHIA.NET
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Birdathon (continued)

TheRaven Guideto Birdathoning
Thealarm clock didn’t have achance
to go off at 12:25 am; | was already
awake. The excitement of another
Birdathon wasalready mounting! After
brewing coffee (lots of it), | left the house
at 1:10 am to meet the rest of the Raven
L oonaticsteam.

Asyou cantell from Mark Scheel’s
write-up, Birdathoning (or aBig Day) is
all about location, or actually many
locations. We havetarget |ocationswith
target speciesat that location. Thetrick is
to hit asmany of theselocations as
possiblein thetime allotted. So, there’ sno
loitering to watch behavior or admirea
bird’ scuteness.

While aBirdathon route is one of the
most prized and protected secrets of a
Birdathon team, I'll let you in on a secret;
wedrovealot! Wewere out for 16.25
hours, spent alittle over 9 hours birding,
and racked up 425 miles of driving.

So why did we punish ourselveslike
this? The Pasadena Audubon Society
Birdathon had adual purpose for us. Not
only weloveto bird, but we also raised
money for some good causes. Thisyear
PAS donated the Birdathon proceedsto
Eaton Canyon Nature Center, the Audubon
Center at Deb Park, and the OwensValley
Committee.

And, there’ salways next year! Hope
werunintoyouinthefield.

Ron Cyger

Garretts

eforel get started, let methank all

our donorsfor supporting us. You
helped us raise well over $2,000 for the
Pasadena Audubon Society thisyear!

Birdathon began at midnight, with
calling Northern Saw-whet and Great
Horned Owls near our relatives
Wrightwood cabin. Wetried owling
elsewhere, but it wastoo windy.

At about 5:30 am we found plenty of
woodpeckers, including Hairy. Our next
stop was Grassy Hollow wherewefound a
plethoraof specieswewouldn’t find later,
including Mountain Quail, Red-breasted
Sapsucker, all three nuthatches (including
Red-breasted), Hermit Warbler, Green-
tailed Towhee, and several species of
finchesincluding theirregular Red
Crosshill. Webriefly popped by several
other mountain hotspots, but didn’t find
anythingworth mentioning.

Our next stop was Bob’s Gap, where
wefound L adder-backed Woodpeckers,
Cactusand Rock Wrens, Scott’sOrioles,
and afew others. At tiny Pearblossom
Park wefound Verdin, Hermit Thrush
and, best of all, Lawrence’ s Goldfinch.
After stopping at afew other localities, we
got to the Piute Ponds at Edwards Air

Force Base. Mike San Miguel, alocal bird
expert who was planting willow trees, told
us of avagrant Semipal mated Sandpiper
in aflock of 400 Western Sandpipers
(birdsthat are sometimes notoriously
difficult to separate). We somehow picked
out the bird in perhaps record time, and
minutes|ater saw afairly rare Solitary
Sandpiper (easily recognized by its‘ peet-
WEETY!" call inflight). After Piute Ponds
camethedelightful Lancaster Sewage
Ponds, which was surprisingly birdy. Both
species of phalaropeswere there, aswell
as Bonaparte’ sGull. Our last stop in the
AntelopeValley was L ake Palmdal e, with
nesting Tricolored and Y ellow-headed
Blackbirds.

Although PlaceritaCanyon hasn’t
really been the same ever sinceafire
there, we still found Costa’ s Humming-
birds, Phainopeplas, and aLazuli Bunting,
tonameafew.

We stopped by Hansen Dam to pick up
afew specieswe d never foundona
Birdathon before: Bell’ sVireo, Gray
Flycatcher, and Blue Grosbeak. A few other
interesting migrantswere al so present.

We drove through Balboa Park to get
the Ross's Goose and, at Sepulveda
Basin, although we missed nearly every-
thing we hoped for, we still found Blue-
gray Gnatcatcher, White-crowned
Sparrow, and Bullock’ s Oriole.

Next was Malibu Lagoon. Wewere
much too late in the day thisyear, and
although LA County’ sthird record of
Gull-billed Tern was here the very same
morning, by thetime we got there, even
most of the regular ternswere missing.

Y et we still eked out Elegant, Caspian,
and even afew Royal Terns, plusaflock
of Brantsflew by.

Last stop: MarinaDel Rey jetties.
Finally, wefound most of the ‘rocky coast
shorebirds' such asWandering Tattler,
both Turnstones, and Black Oyster-
catcher. At the nearby freshwater Marsh,
wefound three new species, Short-billed
Dowitcher (whose bill isabout the same
length asthe Long-billed Dowitcher),
Common Moorhen, and best of all, a
normally secretive Sorawalking inthe
open.

Despite an incredible number of common
speciesthat eluded usthisyear, we still
found enough weird speciesthat we
managed to find 172. Thiswasyet another
personal record for the Garretts.

Thisyear, your donationswent
directly to the Audubon Center at Debs
Park and Eaton Canyon Nature Center,
two local centersthat provide programs
for children. We are al so supporting the
OwensValley Committee, agroup that is
overseeing the restoration of the Owens
RiverandValley.

JohnGarrett

Trip Reports

PiutePonds

August 2, 2008
On August 2, eight hardy birdersthrew
sand in the face of the sun and braved the
oppressive heat of the Antelope Valley.
We spent the morning at the Piute Ponds.
Therewere afew shorebirds poking
around including Western and L east
Sandpipers, with afew of the newly-
arrived-from-the-north-sharply-feathered
juvenile Westerns. Wilson’ sand Red-
necked Phalaropes, local specialties, were
in attendance. Black-bellied and Semipal-
mated Plovers, Greater Y ellowlegs,
Willet, and both dowitcherswerethere.
Whilewatching theautumn’ sfirst arrival
of Northern Shovelers, marveling at the
Black-crowned Night-Heronsswimming
around, humming along to the abrasive
screeching serenade of Loggerhead
Shrikes, and drawing strawsto decide
who should stick their arm down the
badger hole, we were loudly scolded by
Marsh Wrens, the most abundant invisible
bird at the Piute Ponds. The best birds of
the day were landbirds—the three Bank
Swallows perched in adead snag. A
coupleof Black-chinned Hummingbirds,
an Ash-throated Flycatcher, plus Tree,
Northern Rough-winged, and Cliff
Swallowswere a so migrating through.
After al that, it was off to the
Lancaster Sewage Ponds, at the height of
pleasantnesswhen it’ shot and windy (a
few beach-front bungalowsand a
palapafor lounging would be agood
investment for the Sanitation District).
Other than some Snowy Plovers, it wasn't
very exciting bird-wise, but alunch break
and acooler full of cold beer took the
edge off and wrapped up thetrip. Too
much longer there and we have been
panting in the shade with theravens.
Overall, another good day at one of
Los Angeles County’ smost birdy, least
visited spots.

JonFeenstra

SizeMatters
Cackling Goose, next to Canada
Geese at the LA County Arboretum
“'iﬂ-“‘i"'@f?' :_.,_-._,"ﬁrm

!'F‘*%

in May 2008, showsthe significant size
differencethat partly contributed to
Cackling Goose being declared a separate
speciesin 2004.

Will Fulmer
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A. Statement of Gain and/or (L0ss):

Income:

Pasadena Membership Dues
Grants and Member Contibutions
Fundraising Events (net)

Total

Expense:
Administration
Newsletter/Postage/Mailing
Educational Programs & Events
Fundraising
Cobb Estate signage
Grants to Debs Park

Total
Gain (Loss)

B. Balance Sheet as of 6/30/2007:

Assets:
Cash (Checking & Savings Accts)

Total
Liabilities:
Fund Balances:
Investment in PAX Mutual Fund

Unreserved
Total

National Audubon “base-line” Payment

Income from T-shirts & Birdguide (net)
Transfer from Savings & Investments

Grants to Eaton Canyon Nature Center
Grants to the Owens Valley Committee

Investments (Fidelity Brokerage Acct.)

Restricted Bequest (Jackson Endowment)

PasadenaAudubon Society
Financial Report for the Fiscal Year
07/01/2007 through 06/30/2008

Magpie |
Bird Study ~
Group

Becomea Chapter-only

Member of PAS

licy changes by the National

Audubon Society have severely
reduced the share of NAS membership
duesreturned to local chapters, funds
which Pasadena Audubon has used to
financeits programsand services. To make
up for theloss of fundsfrom National
Audubon, Pasadena Audubon, like many
other National Audubon chapters, now
offers Chapter only memberships.

When it’ stime to renew your Na-
tional Audubon membership, weinvite
you to instead become a Chapter only
Member of the Pasadena Audubon
Society, or make adonation to our
Chapter to support our programs. Chapter-
only duesare $20 per year, or $15 for
seniorsand students, all of which remains
with our local chapter to fund our programs,
including publication of The Wrentit.

Wethank you all for your support!

$2,742 he group meetsthe third Tuesday
$4'955 of each month. We bird 9:00 am
$2'6 45 to about 11:30 am, eat sack lunches
$ 4’161 and have a short business meeting.
$480 All PASmemberswelcome.
$7,874 Tuesday, September 16, 2008
$22,857 LegglL ake
Meet at the North L ake parking area.
It is south of the 60 Freeway, take the
$5,161 SantaAnitaAve. off ramp.
$3,791
$1.875 Tuesday, October 21, 2008
$1,294 Eaton Canyon
$11,354 Meet at in the parking lot.
$1,080
Tuesday, November 18, 2008
$2,081 <
$1.080 Nature Center of Whittier
$27,716 Narrows
($4,859) Meet in front of the nature center.
SdHeyman
MadelineWest
$3.295 Thank You For Your
$260,115 DonationsToPAS
$263,340 earevery grateful to Arthur Cohen,
$0 who made a donation to Pasadena
Audubon of $1.500.00, in memory of his
$211,051 wife, Barbara, along-time member of our
$12,741 chapter. _
$39,548 We also thank Sharon Girdner,
$263.340 another PAS member who amade
' donation to PA S this past spring.
__________________________ -
Member ship Application |
Neme _ |
Address _ _ |
ay__ ____ _ |
State __ ZipCode Pone_ _ _ _ _ _ |
emal _ _ __ __ :
Donor’saddressfor gift member ship:
Nam — — — — |
AddresS — — — — — — — |
ity — — — — — State — — — ZipCode — — — |
Y early Membership for Individudal or Family |
I
PAS Chapter Only [ 1%20 [ ]$35* [ ] Other |
* Plus Chapter Pin and Tee Shirt or PASBIirding Guide |
[ 1$15 Senior/Full-timeStudent :
Donation |
Make checks payable and mail to: |
Pasadena Audubon Society, 1750 N. Altadena Drive, Pasadena, CA 91107 |
__________________________ 4
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John’sCor ner
TheYoungBirder Conference

ery other year, the American Birding

ssociation (ABA) conductsaY oung
Birder Conference (YBC). Witha
scholarship fromwinning the Y oung
Birder of the Year (YBY), | soon found
myself attending thisyear’'sYBC—in
Minot, North Dakotal Beside me, there
were thirteen other young birdersfrom
around the country, and our four leaders:
Steve NG Howell, Ron Martin, Michael
O’ Brien, and Louise Zemaitis.

Constantly, | found myself sweeping
up lifebirds at every turn, and after the six
short dayswere over, | ended up with 33
more than at the beginning. They varied

from the abundant Common Gracklesand
Baobolinks, to some of our target prairie
species such as Sharp-tailed Grouse and
Baird’ s Sparrow, to eastern woodland
birds such as Ruffed Grouse and Ruby-
throated Hummingbirds. However,
lifebirds were certainly not the only thrill
out of thistrip.

Being around other birders my age
was something | had never really done
before. There aren’t too many of us.
That’swhy it was great making friends
from acrossthe country, and discovering
kidseven dorkier than|.

L earning from the extremely experi-
enced leaderswas also incredible. There
were four workshops: Ron’ s on birds of

North Dakota, Michael’ son birding by
ear, Steve' son bird molt, and Louise’ son
conservation and the bigger picture. Not
only weretheseinformative presentations
very helpful, but also being around these
leaders and learning from them every day
also improved my birding skills substan-
tidly.

All inall, thiswas one of the most
educational, exhilarating, and memorable
weeks of my life. Not only am | eager to
return to North Dakota, | also am antici-
pating thenext YBC.

JohnGarrett

| New Members I

PASis pleased to welcome the
following new members. We hope you will
get involved in our many activities.

ALHAMBRA: Florence Maloski, Evelyn
Needham, Chumporn'Y uttawongs;
ALTADENA: J.R. Cooley, Robert Powe;
ARCADIA: MilaCheck, Elizabeth
Daggett, Ronald Denino, Juan Diaz-
Carreras, Ellie Dorrance, June Hughes,
Mike San Miguel, Marvee Schulz, Audrey
Swanson; AZUSA: AlgjandraBencomo;
DUARTE: MariaCoontz, Dortha Treat;
GLENDALE: Margaret Morrison; LA
CANADA FLINTRIDGE:Linda
Golovko, ReneeKlang, Kent Kuster,
Mayfield Marshall, Jeanette Norman,

Mary Otte, Charles Plowman, E. Tietjen-
Cutler; LA VERNE: John Skelton;
MONROVIA: Ruth Bailey, Jenny Cano,
BonnieLoveland; MONTEREY PARK:
Raobert Blyth, Rose Eng, E. Quimby;
PASADENA: Robert Barnes, Trey
Borzillieri, John Camlin, Ms. Clark,
Sharon Girdner, Ann Halloran, Robert
Henderson, Carol Mark, Paul
Michabofsky, AliceMueller, Siegfried
Muessig, Amy Oldham, Eugene
Queshenberry, Leah Rizk, I saac Shikuma,
Ross Sonne, Ellen Strauss, Judith VVergun,
Susan Zucker; ROSEM EAD: Robert
Chua, Terry Tang; SAN GABRIEL:
SylviaClark, Kim Do, Peggy Seyfert,
Joan Severa, Douglas & Diane Walkley,
George Yee; SAN MARINO: Doris
Hartstone, Bill Woods;

SOUTH PASADENA: BoBonyo,
Maryann Costantino, Sally Cullman,
Jason Hashmi; TEMPLECITY:
Eichhorst Family, Violet Kloss, Robert
Mata, V eronica Raymond, Joanne Rosso,
Peter Sidenfaden.

PAS on the WEB

Website
HTTP://WWW.PASADENAAUDUBON.ORG

ListServe
HTTP://GROUPS.Y AHOO.COM/GROUP/
PasaDENAAUDUBON/

Pasadena Audubon Society Boar d

President Will Fulmer
VicePresident NormArnheim
Secretary Kathi Ellsworth
Treasurer Tori Collender

Board Membersat Large: Dan Lewis, Brian Tomikawa, Bev McKenzie

Membership
(626) 798-1606 Publicity
(626) 405-0844 Website
(626) 524-0652 Education

(626) 799-7652 v quth Representative

LoisFulmer (626) 798-1606
(open)
Janet Scheel (626) 355-8707
Peggy Ogata (626) 398-3184
John Garrett (626) 564-1890
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