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Birding on $4.00 a Gallon
Wednesday, March 21, 2007
Kimball Garrett
ether gasis$2 agallon or $5, long

birding road tripsin four-wheel -
drive“Birding Assault Vehicles’ are
hardly defensible environmentally or
economically these days. Theallure of
traveling to distant birding siteswill
awaysremain, but thistalk emphasizes
the benefits of birding on the county level,
and especially of local “patch” birding
around Los Angeles. We'll discuss how to
keep good records about the birds of your
“patch,” and how such data can reveal
fascinating things about our local birds.

Kimball Garrett isalong-timelocal
birder and has the advantage of being able
to see 5,000 bird species within 100 feet
of hisdesk at the Natural History Museum
of LosAngelesCounty.

Kimball will be signing his newest
book, “Birds of the Los Angeles Region”,
by Kimball L. Garrett, Jon L. Dunn and
Bob Morse. Copieswill be availablefor
se.

General Meetingsheld at:
Eaton Canyon Nature Center

1750 N. Altadena Drive, Pasadena
7:00 pm Socid
7:30 pm Program

Channel IlandsBirds:
Storiesof Extinction and Survival.
Wednesday, April 18,2007
Hartmut Walter

Island Loggerhead Shrike

ifornia seight Channel Islands

arbor one endemic bird species and
many endemic subspecies. Someare
extinct, oneiscritically endangered and
unprotected, and others receive enor-
mous conservation funds. Thisisastory
of people, livestock, and complex
habitat-speciesinteractions.

President’sPerch

ast year your Board of Directorsvoted

toreinstitute PAS spolicy of sending a
donation to other non-profit organizations
that help usto achieve our goalsin birding
and conservation. | am pleased to an-
nouncethat at our February meeting, it was
decided to make $1,000 donationsto: City
of Pasadena, to assist in their planting of
an oak tree at City Hall; Eaton Canyon, to
support their docent program; and Hun-
tington Gar dens, where we have our
popular monthly bird walk.

Thesedonationsare separately
funded by money the Board set aside last
year for this purpose and will not affect
our programs. If you have an organiza-
tion that we should consider for afuture
donation, pleaselet me know.

24

TheAnswerstoAll Your

PanamaBirding Questions:
Or at least all the oneswe could think of
Wednesday, May 16, 2007
PanamaBirders

Collared Aracari

ast October, eleven hardy members of

Pasadena A udubon Society ventured
to Panamafor aweek. They came back
with anew sense of camaraderie and great
stories. Oh, and lots of fantastic photos
and video! Come hear about the tower,
Pipeline Road and the Wild & Crazy Spot.
See not only birds but rodents, larger
mammal's, and incredible scenery. Y ou
will practically be ableto smell the
rainforest and itsinhabitants.

Pleasejoin usfor agreat eveningin

Panamal

Inthislssue
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Conservation

Field Trip Reports

DesiderioUpdate
February 5, 2007, the Pasadena City

Council met to hear public comments
on the three proposalsregarding the
Desiderio Army Reserve Center under the
Colorado Street Bridge. This5.1-acre site
will be closed by the federal government,
whichisalso considering transferring the
land to local governance. Asthe most
likely recipient of theland, the Pasadena
City Council has been asked to recommend
how the land will be used. After hearing
the comments of more than 60 citizens, the
City Council voted to recommend a hybrid
proposal from Habitat for Humanity, the
CdliforniaArt Club, and the Arroyo Seco
Foundation. While the Pasadena Audubon
Society supported the proposal made by
the CaliforniaArt Club and the Arroyo
Seco Foundation, weremain optimistic
that all parties can work towards a project
that ensures open space and plentiful bird
habitat.

Please keep in mind that the City
Council’ svoteisarecommendation only,
and that the federal government will have
thefinal say. If you have further concerns
regarding the City Council’ srecommenda-
tion, please consider contacting Represen-
tative Adam Schiff.

LauraGarrett
PU RPLECOW@JPS. NET

Updateon Annandale

Canyon

oger Wolf, President of Safety and

Open Space First Pasadena, informs us
that the Santa M onica M ountains Conser-
vancy (SMMC) isconsidering setting aside
$2,000,000 to acquire the undevel oped
Annandale Canyon wild landstract located
in Pasadena’ s portion of the San Rafael
Hills bordering the north end of Glen Oaks
Boulevard. The Trust for Public Lands
(TPL) has aready conducted a study to
determinethefeasibility of preserving this
land. The study was paid for by the SMMC
and agreed to by the City of Pasadenaand
the devel operswho hold afinancial
interestinthe property.

By thetime you read this, the SMMC
will have already held its meeting to
discussthisissue, butitisn’t too lateto
send them your commentsat HTTP://
smMMmc.cA.cov/. Thisissome of Pasadena's
last wild land, and it can be protected if we
help. Good newsat last.

LauraGarrett
PU RPLECOW@JPS. NET

I mpressionsfrom the

CarrizoPlain
All About the Raptors
January 27-28, 2007
ng van de Hoek brought the natural
istory of the Carrizo plainsto life
with his expertisefrom geology to
kangarooratsto
birds. Hisexperience
ontheplainand
knowledgeasa
naturalist added
another dimensionto
our prior visitsto the
CarrizoPlain. His
knowledge of the San
Andreasfault let us
seethelandscape
featuresin an entirely different perspec-
tive. Hillsbecame shutter faultsand
bendsin streams became fault-displaced
river beds.

Thelittlemotel in CdiforniaCity wasa
kick, aswewere taken back to the 1950's.
Kenny, the owner, wasvery supportive of
birdersand he must have akeen eyefor
garage sdefindsto furnish therooms! We
enjoyed the camel decor inour suite.

We delighted in seeing the raptors -
especially the great lookswe got at
Golden Eagles perched and flying around
thenorthernplains!

nday morning thefog rolled across

he hills on the plains and suddenly
we could see more than a hundred
Pronghorn Antelope browsing acrossthe
fog-shrouded hill whilethe meadowlarks
sang. Magic!

Susan and Frank Gilliland

will never forget the very close-up

views of aRed-tailed Hawk eating its
prey. Theraptorswere definitely a
highlight! Roy wasafantastic |leader as
he taught us so much about the flora,
faunaand geology of the Plain. For
example, | loved learning about the Giant
Kangaroo Rat and his“ precincts,” the Pallid
Bat that hunts on the ground, and the shutter
ridgesthat linethe San Andreas Faullt.

LauraGarrett

he incredible number of raptorswas

unforgettable. Six Golden Eagles,
dozensof Ferruginous Hawks, Peregrine
and Prairie Falcons, American Kestrels, one
Rough-legged Hawk, oneRichardson’s
Merlin, one Turkey V ulture, both Accipi-
ters, and of course many, many Red-tailed
Hawks. Other excitement: Thegreat views
of the Barn Owl flying, the Short-eared
Owl screech, the stargazing, the Helmeted
Guineafow! at the motel, the Tricolored
Blackbird, the San Andreas Fault, and al
of thegreat scenery.

John Garrett

he best memory for me wasthe Wild

& Crazy Raptor Spot. While standing
in one spot we had aview of an American
Kestrel, Peregrine Falcon, Red-tailed
Hawks, Ferriginous Hawk, and Golden
Eagle. Theview madefor agreat

afternoon!
Ron Cyger

Field Trips (continued)

Big Morongo Reserve
Saturday, May 19th, 2007
8:00am - 1:00pm
his desert oasis and migrant trap offers
great birding in the spring. Warblers,
flycatchers, hummingbirdsand oriolesare
among the birds expected. At least one
pair of Vermilion Flycatchers has been
seen every April in memory. Join usaswe
walk thetrailsin Big Morongo Canyon
Preserve and into adjoining Covington
Park, whereyou will enjoy one of the

finest birding locationsin theworld, with
over 250 species of birds making stops at
thePreserveannually.

Directions: Allow 2 hoursdrivefrom
Pasadena. Take Interstate 10 east to Route
62, which is past the Palm Springs turnoff.
Go north to the tiny town of Morongo
Valley and turn right on East Driveto the
Big Morongo Preserve at 11055 East
Drive. Meet at the Information Kiosk at
the south end of the parking lot. Bring
lunch and drinks. Rain in Pasadena
cancels.

Kathi Ellsworth and Lance Benner
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2006 ChristmasBird Count

espite someinclement weather, our

2006 count wasvery successful.
Forty-three birderstook to thefield and
counted arespectable 159 species
between rain showers. Quiteimpressiveis
the fact that four birds new to the count
wererecorded. Therarebirds are exciting
to be sure, but as|’ ve written many times
before, the heart of the count isthe census
of our many regular and even common
species, whereasrarities come and go.

Taking acloser look at that aspect,
the count has chronicled the increase of
Great-tailed Gracklesover thelast two
decades and al so documented the decline
of two formerly more common species;
the Spotted Dove and L ogger head
Shrike. Would you believethat 133
shrikes were recorded on the count 55
years ago? These dayswe' re fortunate to
get one or two. How about the fact that
Great-tailed Grackleswere unrecorded
prior to 1993, yet the 2006 count pro-
duced 262 of them?

Though we count far moreindividual
birds than on counts of decades ago, there
areunsettling trends. Asidefromthe
L ogger head Shrikedecline, imaginethe
declines in counts of Western M eadow-
lark, Savannah and L ark Sparrow since
the count began in the late 1940s. Open
country birds are often hit hardest by
urbani zation and other development since
that istheland most easily converted.
There still seemsto be enough wetland
habitatswithin thecircle, fragmented
though it may be, to support agood
diversity of waterfowl and waders.
Regional trendswerereflected in the
Pasadena count data thisyear. Numbers of
Hooded M ergansers, Mountain Chicka-
dees, Golden-crowned Kingletsand
Mountain Bluebirdsillustrated this
phenomenon. All were present in greater
than normal numbersin the county and
also turned up on the Pasadena count in
aboveaveragenumbers.

Withtherevised A.O.U. checklist
order, we now begin with waterfowl
which have been pushed to the front of the
list. We had Snow Goose, Ross' s Goose
and Greater White-fronted Goose all at
Legg Lake on count day, and therewas a
second Ross' s Goose at Lincoln Park. A
Eurasian Wigeon at Almansor Park in
Alhambrawas back for another winter
(though it was missed on the 2005 count,
it was seen the two previousyears). Three
Canvasback at Legg Lakewereagood
find, asthey areoften missed. Inall, twenty
speciesof waterfowl wererecorded.

Cooper’sHawkshave undergone
population increases over thelast ten
years or so. Pasadena CBC counts of this
species have doubled over thelast decade

and they aredoing well eveninresidential
areas. Thisyear’ scount wastwenty-four
individuals. Shar p-shinned Hawks
numbersby contrast have remained fairly
constant. Of course separating these two
inthefield is often achallenge, but over
thelong term | believe the numbers paint
an accurate picture even though there may
beafew misidentified birds.

For thefirst count ever, Peregrine
Falcons outnumbered M erlin (by a count
of six tofive). Merlin have staged a
comeback sincethe 70'sand we might
call thisthe decade for Peregrines. They
havebeenincreasinginthe U.S. generally
aswell as on the Pasadena count. While
oncevery rare, it’snot difficult to find
them now inthe area, especially along the
San Gabriel River.

Quiterare on the count werethree
Wester n Sandpiper saong the San
Gabriel River. These werethefirst
recorded since 1995; ayear when there
was very good habitat behind the Rio
Hondo dam. Interesting gullsincluded a
rare Thayer’sGull, twoHerring Gulls
and ahigh count of eleven Glaucous-
winged Gullsonthe SGR.

A total of seven Spotted Doveswere
found; far more than on any recent count.
Theincrease of Cooper’s Hawks noted
earlier hasbeen implicated inthe drastic
decline of thisintroduced dove. They do
seem to be holding onin small numbers,
butit’safar cry from their abundancein
decadespast.

Theclosely related Eurasian
Collared-Dovehad not previously been
recorded on the count: thus one found in
Highland Park was afirst. This species
has expanded rapidly in recent yearson
the deserts and el sewhere along the coast,
but rather slowly in coastal LA County. It
will be interesting to watch thetrend on
futurecounts.

Rounding out the Columbiformeswas
arare Common Ground-Dove found at
Hahamongna Watershed Park. This
attractive little dove waslast recorded on
the 1986 count. They have always been
very scarcein coastal Los Angeles
County, but much more commonin
Orangeand Venturacounties.

Western Screech-Owlsputinavery
good showing with seven found in the
foothills; anote of thanksto Lance Benner
for hiseffortsin pursuing these birds so
successfully. Two Barn Owlswere also
recorded in addition to anumber of the
expected Great Hor ned.

Woodpeckerswere highlighted by a
Williamson’s Sapsucker in Pasadena; the
first one seen on the count since 1984.
Thebird wasfound afew days before the
count at VinaViejaPark in Pasadena.

Normally our best chancefor this species
would be one that might wander down to
Mt. Wilson, so thisbird inthe valley was
unexpected.

Last year’ sstunning maleVermilion
Flycatcher returned to the soccer fields at
the end of Rush Street in South El Monte.
Bigger newsfor the count though was our
first Tropical Kingbird at Lincoln Park
in East Los Angeles, just withinthecircle.
Thesebirds are expected in fall when
small numbers occur primarily along the
coast, but afew linger through the winter.
A truly impressive find wasaBell’sVireo
of the nominate eastern race foundin
November by John Garrett in his back-
yard. Fortunately the bird remained
through the count for an extraordinary
record that constitutes not only afirst for
the count but afirst record for LA County
for this subspecies. Even the expected
Least Bell’ sVireo (the southwestern
subspecies) isvery rarein winter, though
now locally fairly common asabreeder.

Thoughwe generally get afew
swallows of one or two species, they were
absent from the count thisyear. These
birdsaretricky to track down asthey
cover alot of territory when foraging and
only afew spend the winter in the areato
begin with. Y ou haveto bein theright
place at theright timeto get them.

Red-whiskered Bulbuls, concen-
trated at the Huntington Gardens and the
Arboretum, totaled 112 birdsthisyear.
They seem to be holding their own and
then some, asthis count iswell above the
average. A few wandering birds or pairs
arealso regularly found away from the
main areas of abundance, and thisyear
wasno exception.

Golden-crowned Kingletswere
widespread in small numbersintheregion
thisfall and winter and we had nine of
theminthecircle on count day. Thisis
well above average and the highest count
since1998.

ThreeMountain Bluebirdswere
found in South El Monte adjacent to the
Rio Hondo. This speciestoo experienced
asignificant movement into the arealast
fall, soit’snot surprising that we got them
on the count. Also worth noting wasthe
presence of aflock of thirty birdsjust
outside thecircle at Santa Fe Dam.

We usually get at |east one or two
Y ellow War bler son the count, but this
year we had ahigh count of seven. This
was an impressive number, made more so
by thefact that all were found along the
San Gabriel River. It srareto find them
away from willow riparian habitat and
obviously enough of it existsalong the

(see 2006 CBC, page 7)
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ield - Canyon near Point Dumein Malibu. Walt ~ encountered. Good chance of seeing
Field Trips will introduce usto banding “hows” and whales and other ssamammals. Bring
“whys” and will provide very closelooks your scope (anecessity), achair, and a
HahamongnaM onthly Walk  a numerouschapparal species. thermos of coffee. After birding at the

Saturday, March 3, 2007
Saturday, April 1, 2007
Saturday, May 5, 2007
8:00 am —noon

Thismonthly bird walk isfor birders
of all agesand experience. A good variety
of birdsshould bein residence. Bring
binoculars, birding guide, water and wear
walking shoes. No dogs.

Exit the north 210 at Berkshire and
make aright, then aleft at Oak Grove.
The Hahamongna Watershed Park
entrance ison theright at the next stop
light. Takethefirst left after entering
Hahagmongna, and park by the ballfield

R
Eaton Canyon oneyoe

Monthly Walk
Sunday, March 18, 2007
Sunday, April 15, 2007
Sunday, May 20, 2007
8:00 am —noon

Pasadena Audubon and Eaton Canyon
Nature Center are cosponsoring monthly
walksat Eaton Canyon. Thewalksareled
by Hill Penfold, who has been leading them
at ECNC for many years. Hill iswonderful
with birdersof al levelsand Eaton Canyon
isone of the best locationsto learn the birds
of the Pasadenaarea.

Thewalksare held on thethird Sunday
of each month. Meet at theflagpole: bring
water, binoculars, hats, but no dogs.

Hill Penfold

Huntington Library

Birdwalks (PASMembersonly)
Sunday, M arch 25, 2007
Sunday, April 22, 2007
Sunday, May 27, 2007
8:00am —11:00 am
A special benefit for Pasadena
Audubon Society membersisthe chance
to bird the Huntington Library grounds.
Attendanceisby reservation only and
limited to 15 participants. We thank our
member and Huntington curator, Dan
Lewis, for making thesetrips possible.
Contact Elaine by email (preferred)
or phone, putting “Huntington” inthe
subject lineto avoid inadvertent del etion.
Elaine MacPherson & Dan Lewis

Bird Bandingat Zuma
Canyon with Professor

Walter Sakai

Saturday, March 10, 2007
early morning—11:00 am

Professor Walter Sakal from Santa
Monica Collegeisamaster bander who
operates abanding station in Zuma

He invitesustojoin him when he
starts banding at sunrise (6:10 am!), which
iswhen bird activity peaks, but |ater
arrivalsare also OK. He prefersthat
guestsremain for the entire banding
session. Additional info:HTTP://HOMEPAGE.
SMC.EDU/SAKAI_WALTER/BANDING.HTM

Please contact Lance Benner for
reservationsandlogistics.

LanceBenner
Salton Sea

Sat.-Sun., Mar ch 24-25, 2007
All day Saturday and until noon Sunday
We usually find over 100 speciesfor
the weekend and over the yearswe have
seen the following numbers of species: 27
geese & ducks, 13 hawks, 15 waders, 8
gulls, 6 terns, 11 flycatchers, 10 warblers,
and 16 sparrows. Thisisone of the
premier birding spots on the continent!
Wewill bird all day Saturday and half a
day on Sunday, heading home after lunch.
Thistripisonly for Pasadena
Audubon membersandislimited to 12.

Ron Cyger

Piute Pondsand Centr al

AntelopeValley
Saturday, April 14, 2007
7:00am —noon

Piute Pondsis one of the top birding
destinationsin Los Angeles County.
Expect thousands of shorebirdsand
waterfowl, somemigrating land birds,
somerarities, possibly Le Conte's
Thrasher. Our trip will aso include stops
at aprivate ranch, and the Lancaster
Water Treatment Facility. Time-permit-
ting stopsinclude Apollo Park, and ahike
about ahalf-mile out to the edge of
Rosamond L akeif water remainson the
lakebed. Birding at Piute Pondsrequires
an access | etter from Edwards Air Force
Base so participation will belimited to 12
people. Please contact me for reservations
and instructions.

Meet at 7:00 am at the park-and-ride
at Avenue S at Highway 14 in Palmdale at
7:00 wherewewill carpool. Dress
warmly. Spotting scopesrecommended.

Mike San Miguel

Point Vicenteand Ocean

Trails
Saturday, April 28, 2007
7:00am —11:00 am

Watch thousands of Waterfowl,
Loons, Shearwaters, Cormorants, Gulls
and Terns moving just off the point.
Jaegers and even some alcids could be

point we visit nearby Ocean Trailsto look
for CaliforniaGnatcatcher inrecently
restored coastal sage scrub habitat. We
may also observe afew land bird mi-
grants.

Meet at the Point Vicente Public
Fishing Access parking lot at 7:00. Itison
the south side of Palos Verdes Drive.
From San Pedro take 25th St./Palos
Verdes Drive west for about six milesand
make aU-turn at the Point Vicente
Interpretive Center (look for the light-
house); return 0.3 miles back to the
parkinglot.

Mike San Miguel

Owlinginthe San

Gabrid Mountains

Saturday, May 12, 2007
6:00 pm —midnight

Six species of owls breed in the San
Gabriel Mountainsand spring isusually
the best time to find them present and
actively vocalizing. Wewill first look for
Northern Pygmy Owl and diurnal montane
species, and then after dark we'll ook for
Flammulated, Northern Saw-whet,
Western Screech, and Great Horned Owls.
Possibles: Spotted Owl, Common
Poorwill. Limited to 12 people.

Please contact Lancefor reservations
anddirections.

LanceBenner

Big SantaAnita Canyon
Saturday, June9, 2007
6:00 pm —10:00 pm

Wewill hikeup Big SantaAnita
Canyon to Sturtevant Fallsto look for
diurnal specieswhileit’sstill light and to
look for Black Swiftsarriving to roost at
dusk. On the way back we' Il look for
owls, poorwills, and glow worms. Other
possible species: American Dipper, Purple
Finch, Olive-sided Flycatcher, Hutton’s
Vireo, and Canyon Wren.

Take 210 to Santa Anita Avenue, exit
north to its end past the gate, and up to the
parking lot at Chantry Flats (about 3.5
miles abovethe edge of Arcadia). An
“Adventure Pass” isrequired to park. We
will meet inthe lower parking lot at the
gate.
Bring water, food, lights, bug
repellent, ajacket, and sturdy shoes. It's
4 milesto thewaterfall and back with a
steep half-mile climb at the end, so our
pacewill beleisurely.

LanceBenner
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M ar ch 2007
Date Day Time
3 S 8:00am
12 Wed 7:30pm
14 Sun 8:00am
20 Tue 9:00am
21 Wed 7:00pm
24-25 SS 7:00am

25  Sun  8:00am

April 2007
7 S 8:00am
10 Sa  Sunrise
14 Wed 7:30pm
15 Sun  8:00am
17 Tue 9:00am
19 Wed 7:00pm
2 Sun  8:00am
28 Sa  8:00am

M ay 2007
5 St Allday
5 Sa  8:00am
9 Wead 7:30pm
12 S 6:00pm
15 Tue 9:00am
16 Wed 7:00pm
20 Sun  8:00am
19 Sa  8:00am
25  Sun  8:00am

| Calendar I

Submit material for the next Wrentit by April 1%

Event

FieldTrip
BoardMeeting
FieldTrip

Magpie Study Group
General Meeting
FieldTrip

FieldTrip

FieldTrip

FieldTrip
BoardMeeting
FieldTrip

M agpie Study Group
General Meeting
FieldTrip

FieldTrip

Birdathon

FieldTrip

Board Mesting
FieldTrip

Magpie Study Group
General Meeting
FieldTrip

FieldTrip

FieldTrip

L ocation

HahamongnaWatershed Park
PasadenaPresbyterian Church
Eaton Canyon Nature Center
Peck Pit

Eaton Canyon Nature Center
SaltonSea

(PASMembersOnly)
HuntingtonLibrary Gardens
(PASMembersOnly)

HahamongnaWatershed Park
Malibu Bird Banding
PasadenaPresbyterian Church
Eaton Canyon Nature Center
Rancho SantaAna

Eaton Canyon Nature Center
HuntingtonLibrary Gardens
(PASMembersOnly)

Seawatch: CaliforniaGnatcatcher

Y ouchoose!
HahamongnaWatershed Park
PasadenaPresbyterian Church
Owling: San Gabriels

Lower Arroyo

Eaton Canyon Nature Center
Eaton Canyon Nature Center
BigMorongo
HuntingtonLibrary Gardens
(PASMembersOnly)

L eader *

RonCyger
585 E. Colorado (at Madison)

Hill Penfold
Sid Heyman & Madeline West
Program: Birdingon $4.00aGallon

Ron Cyger

Dan Lewis& Elaine MacPherson

RonCyger
LanceBenner

585 E. Colorado (at Madison)
Hill Penfold

MadelineWest & Sid Heyman
Program: Channel IdandsBirds
Dan Lewis& ElaineMacPherson

MikeSanMiguel

Will Fulmer

RonCyger

585 E. Colorado (at Madison)
LanceBenner

Sid Heyman & Madeline West
Program: PanamaStories

Hill Penfold

Kathi Ellsworth & Lance Benner
ElaineMacPherson & DanLewis

Mark Scheel (Chair)
Larry Allen

Lance Benner

Ron Cyger

Kathi Ellsworth
Jon Feenstra

Nick & Mary Freeman
Sid Heyman

Dan Lewis

Mickey Long
Elaine MacPherson
Hill Penfold

Mike San Miguel
Ed Stonick
Madeline West

*Trip Leader Information

(818) 366-7343
(626) 288-2701
(626) 791-1187
(626) 4493625 (before 9 pm)
(626) 564-0652
(626) 792-4346
(818) 247-6172
(626) 571-5991
(626) 398-4805
(626) 398-5442
(626) 355-9412
(818)352-4954
(626) 355-5058
(626) 796-0595
(626) 574-0429

scheel@tapir.caltech.edu
larryallen@earlymusicla.org
Ibenner(@charter.net
ron@cyger.org (preferred)
pandionsky@yahoo.com
feenstra@its.caltech.edu
mnfreeman(@earthlink.net

danolewis@earthlink.net
mlongbird(@charter.net
birdergrrl@aol.com
hpenfold@bigfoot.com
sanmigbird@aol.com
edstonick(@earthlink.net
west226(@adelphia.net
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Q&A with Jon Dunn that, there’ salittlefinger of the coastal that breed east of Hudson Bay, which you
(Partll) onesthat come up to the AlabamaHills seein the Eastern U.S. And yet those

n Dunn isthe chief consultant for the

ational Geographic Society’s“Field
Guidetothe Birdsof North America’, and
the author or coauthor of many other
birding books. He also acts as a guide for
Wings, the bird tour company. A native of
Southern California, Dunn now lives near
Bishop, but we caught up with him ashe
was passing through ontheway to a
birding trip in Cuba, two days before the
release of the fifth edition of the Field

ey e >

Why did you chooseto livein Bishop? |
know what it would be for me; | just love
thearea.

Y eah, that was enough. Inyo County’ s
also aninteresting zone. The Sierrasare a
great separating zone between coastal
speci es and subspecies, and interior ones.
Some coastal ones have “fingers’ follow-
ing oaks in the canyons on the east side of
Sierra, soit’sawonderful placeto study
speciation.

That’swhy Butterbredt Springsis so
good?

Y eah; that’ salso a place where alot
of migrants, | think, cross over going west
up thefoothills of the Sierra. They winter
in west Mexico and then come across.
Kimball [Garrett] has had big numbers of
migrantsin El Golfo at the head of the
Gulf of California.

[A Scrub Jay fliesin and flushes some
White-crowned Sparrows.]

That' sanother case where there may
be an additional split needed with the
Scrub Jays. Theinterior birds, east of the
Sierrain the dry mountains, are much
shyer, and arevisually completely
separable. The Woodhouse group. These
birds[LaCafiada] have very whiteflanks
and abig bill and a strong blue band on
the sides of the chest. The birdsin the
White M ountains and the Inyo Mountains
have brown flanks and a blended blue
band and anarrower bill. Y et having said

and to about the Independence area. So
these Scrub Jays are what we call
peripatric — they abut each other’s
populations. There svery littleif any
interbreeding that goes on, except maybe
north of Topaz Lake, that little range
there. Research indicates some hybridiza-
tion.

Soecies and subspecies splits are de-
scribed in field guides by appearance,
song, and so forth. Is DNA important
when resear chers decide on a split?

Yes. If you go to thetechnical
meetings of the AOU, all the papersthese
daysareon DNA. Mitochondrial DNA
will tell you the history of the maternal
relationship. There’ sother typesof DNA
you can look at, like nuclear DNA, that
might be a better read. It’s one of the
thingsthat people useto determineif
something’' saspeciesor not. Where
populationsare allopatric [ occupying
different geographical areas| and have
been for along time, one might expect the
DNA to be quite different, even when
nothing else seemsdifferent. It shouldn’t
be the sole grounds for doing a split. We
have a case we' re evaluating now, of the
bird call of the Greater Antillean Oriole. It
wasformerly called the Black-cowled
Oriole and merged with aspeciesin the
Y ucatan and Central America. The DNA
of themainland birdsisdramatically
different, so they split off Central Ameri-
can and Mexican birdsinto Black-cowled
Oriole. The other species is Greater
Antillean Oriole, but it hasfour different-
looking populations, one of whichison
Cuba, one on Puerto Rico, one on
Hispaniola, and the fourth is now re-
stricted to Androsin the Bahamas. The
Androsbird hasthe most yellow onit.
The others are appreciably blacker. In
fact, the one on Androsis much like the
Central American ones. Sothere’sa
motion now based on vocal evidence, and
to some degree DNA, to split those four
island subspeciesasfull species. And
that’ sbeing considered. Based on what
vocalizations arelike, and behavior. But
sometimesit’ s still sort of acrapshoot.

Y ou look at what are the specieslimits,
and other caseswith orioles, which would
be an important factor. It’ sone of the
moreinteresting aspects of ornithology.
Likethe White-crowns, here—the DNA
of the Puget Sound birdsisvery different
from the Alaskan White-crowns; they sing
differently. The onesthat you [see] in the
High Sierrawinter in Mexico, and have
different songs aswell, and chip differ-
ently. And yet those birds, in their
morphology, look very similar to the ones

birds sing and chip like Alaskan birds.
Sometimesthere’ sno clear answer.

So I've got Alaskan birds here but if |
went out to Redondo Beach I’ d have
Puget Sound birds?

Well, Redondo Beach would have
Alaskan birds. Thelimit for Puget Sound
birdsisabout Malibu Lagoon, Big
Sycamore Canyon. Right therein the
parking ot there' sagood-sized flock of
pugetensis.

[Theinterviewer getsaquick lesson
inthetrinominate naming system.]

| have very strongly a philosophy that
there' snoreal limit; even beginning
birders can become advanced very
quickly, if theinterest isthere.

| remember theirruption of Pine Sskins
inthewinter of 2004-2005. Arethere
othersdown here?

There are others. Red-breasted
Nuthatches, Crosshills. Evening Gros-
beaks, although seemingly fewer, or even
Pine Grosbeaks. Winter beforelast, the
Rocky Mountain birds moved out of their
core range, down to the South Rim of the
Grand Canyon and into the White Moun-
tainsof Arizona. And one, presumably of
that subspecies, eventurned upin Kern
County at Galileo Hill Park in early
November and stayed four or five days,
feeding ondandelions.

So hereinthe L.A. area, arewe just not
positioned to get most of theseirruptions?

WEell, you get some. | think the East
and the plains can be alittle more dra-
matic for irruptions of winter finches.
Partly because those little towns are so
empty, and when the stuff does occur, it's
moreobvious.

[ The Ruddy Ground-dove that Dunn
has been waiting to observe appears, and
he addsit to hiscounty list.] It seems
everybody keepstheir birdlistsin
differentways.

| doit the old-fashioned way. A
checklist.
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2006 CBC (continued)

river to support afair number. Six
Wilson’sWar bler swas agood number
for that species and well above the recent
average of two per count.

Another great bird wasafemale
Black-throated Blue Warbler discov-
ered just afew days prior to the count by
Susan Frank at her home in Pasadena. The
bird cooperated and was seen on count
day aswell. Rare at anytimein California,
thiswas avery exciting bird for the count,
eclipsed thisyear only by the ultra-rare
Bell’sVireo.

Four Western Tanager swerefound
with birds at Debs Park, the Arboretum
and at the Huntington Gardens. Thisis
above the recent count average, but lower
than numbers have been in past years.

A rare Vesper Sparrow wasin South El
Montein thefieldsat the end of Rush
Street where two had been the week prior
to the count. Also of interest were two
White-throated Sparrows. Inamong the
common Dar k-eyed Juncosweretwo
scarce but regular * Slate-col or ed’

Juncos.

After aprolonged absence, two
Bullock’sOrioles,amaleand afemale,
were at the Huntington Gardens on count
day. They werelast recorded on the 2000
count. Thiswas once amorereliable spot
for wintering orioles (both Hooded and
Bullock’s), but they have been hard to
comeby thererecently.

Asidefrom abit of the wet stuff, it
was an enjoyable and productive count.
With 159 speciestying last year, we were
only two away from the count record. For
someenlightening fun, | averaged the

Becomea Chapter-only

Member of PAS

licy changes by the National

Audubon Society have severely
reduced the share of NAS membership
duesreturned to local chapters, funds
which Pasadena A udubon has used to
financeits programs and services. To make
up for theloss of fundsfrom National
Audubon, Pasadena Audubon, like many
other National Audubon chapters, now
offers Chapter only memberships.

When it’ stime to renew your Na-
tional Audubon membership, weinvite
you to instead become a Chapter only
Member of the Pasadena Audubon
Society, or make adonation to our
Chapter to support our programs. Chapter-
only duesare $20 per year, or $15 for
seniorsand students, dl of which remains
with our local chapter to fund our programs,
including publication of The Wrentit.

Wethank you all for your support!

species counts from the early 80s and
compared them to the last five counts. The
older counts averaged 132 specieswhile
today, twenty yearslater, the averageis
153. That’ safifteen percent increase and
it'spretty significant. Not only do we
know more about identifying birdstoday,
but with more and more birdersin the
field, we have learned alot about where to
findthem.

A big thank you to all the dedicated
counters, without whom we could never
pull this event off. It's been an educa-
tional and fun decade and a half for me as
count compiler and | look forward to
many more countsin the years ahead.

JonFisher

2007-2008 Officer

Nominations
fficer nominations/electionfor
lena Audubon Society for the
2007/2008 term will be held at the
General Meeting on Wednesday, May 16,
2007. Those nominated for election are:

Will Fulmer
NormArnheim
Peggy Ogata
Jean O’Hagan

President:
VicePresident:
Treasurer:
Secretary:

Additional nominationswill be
accepted from the floor or may be emailed
toBev McKenzieat LBMAC2@EARTHLINK.NET
prior to the May General Mesting.

Electionswill be held at the General
M eeting on Wednesday, May 16, 2007
and resultswill beformally announced at
the Annual Dinner in June.

Email

Magpie
Bird Study
Group

he group meetsthe third Tuesday

of each month. We bird 9:00 am
to about 11:30 am, eat sack lunches
and have a short business meeting.
All PASmemberswelcome.

Tuesday, March 20, 2007
Peck Pit
Meet in the parking lot.

Tuesday, April 17, 2007
Rancho SantaAna
Meet in the parking lot.

Tuesday, May 15, 2007
L ower Arroyo
Meet by the casting pool.

Tuesday, June 19, 2007
Descanso Gardens
Meet at the entrance .

SdHeyman
MadelineWest

PAS on the WEB

Website
HTTP://WWW.PASADENAAUDUBON.ORG

ListServe
HTTP://GROUPS.Y AHOO.COM/GROUP/
PasaDENAAUDUBON/

Y early Membership for Individudal or Family

PAS Chapter Only

[ 1920 [ ] $35* [ ] Other

* Plus Chapter Pin and Tee Shirt or PASBIirding Guide
[ 1$15 Senior/Full-timeStudent

Donation []

Make checks payable and mail to:
Pasadena Audubon Society, 1750 N. Altadena Drive, Pasadena, CA 91107
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Kid'sCorner
Young Birder of theYear Competition
ena Audubon hasaclaimto fame
that they probably take for granted:
PAS' youngest member, John Garrett.
John was amazing adult birderswhen he
started birding about five years ago.
Now, when you bird with John, ageis
not aconsideration. Y ou are birding with
aknowledgeabl e, passionate birder. John
hasreceived his share of accolades
(Birdathon, anyone?), and the prizeshe’'s
collected participatinginthe ABA’s
Y oung Birder of the Y ear competition
areconfirmation.

Here'sabrief look at that competi-
tion. About 30 young
peoplefromall over
theUnited States
participateeach year.
Prizesareawarded in
each of four categories
andfor Overall, the
best of thefour
categoriescombined.
The subjectscovered —
Field Notes, Illustra-

Sketch or Photo

G M V u Gwift

i Vs
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standard the caliber of materlal
and content expected are not. For
example: Thewritingmodule
requires between fiveand eight
essayson birding subjects, each
oneto five pageslong. John
submitted six essays (each four to
six pageslong) ontopicsranging
from Selasphorus Hummingbirdsto
conservationissuesto birding trips.
Thisisin addition to the field notes
and photographs required by other
categories.

Thisyear John picked up First

Juniper Titmouse

photos by John Garrett

| Prizeinthe Writing Module
category, Third Prizefor Field

Notebook, Fourth Prize

for Photography and

Third PrizeOverall.

Congratulations, John!

WEe're proud of you!

BevMcKenzie

Black Turnstone

New Members

PASis pleased to welcome the

following new members. We hope you will

get involved in our many activities.

ALHAMBRA: LindaRuggeri;
ARCADIA: Jenny Chang, Cristina

Halstead; DUARTE: Kenneth
Christianson; GLENDAL E: Carol
Robertson; LA CANADA
FLINTRIDGE: Russell Guiney; LA
CRESCENTA: TomBrady; LOS
ANGEL ES: Rosemarie Knopka, Elva
Y anez; MONTROSE: Gordon Thomp-
son; PASADENA: AndreaCurrylow,

Katherine Gabel, CharlesK ohlhase,

L uane Oberholtzer, Elizabeth Pomeroy,
L e Gette Rumple, Patricia Sutton;
ROSEM EAD: PatriciaGeoghegan;
SAN MARINO: Kate Clavijo, Jenny
Liao; SIERRA MADRE: Elizabeth
Shreve; SOUTH PASADENA: Steven
Godwin, William Kennedy.

Pasadena Audubon Society Board

President Will Fulmer
VicePresident NormArnheim
Secretary Jean O’ Hagan
Treasurer Peggy Ogata

Publicity
(626) 798-1606 Website
(626) 405-0844 Y outh Education
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(open)
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NormArnheim (626) 405-0844
John Garrett (626) 564-1890
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